Sliapp strupgreppet om afghanska folkets valutareserv!

Schillerinstitutet 14 oktober 2021 — Idag och under de narmaste dagarna star vi, som varldsmedborgare och
vara egna landers patrioter, enade i Washington, Berlin, Lima, Paris, Rom, Buenos Aires, Stockholm, Madrid,
Koépenhamn, Bryssel och manga andra varldsstader for att avsloja och fordoma ETT BROTT.

Den 15 augusti 2021, efter fyra &rtionden av utlandska invasioner, tog en ny regering makten i Afghanistan. Aven om
den nya regeringen har inriktningar som vi inte delar, har den uttalat sin vilja att ta itu med den omedelbara
humanitara krisen, utrota opiumodlingen, ateruppbygga Afghanistans halsovard och bygga den grundlaggande
infrastruktur som behovs for att rycka igang handel och ekonomisk utveckling. Som tydligt klargjorts av Pakistan,
Indien, Kina, Ryssland, Turkmenistan, Iran och andra lander, ligger det i allas gemensamma intresse att tillata den nya
regeringen att stabilisera l&get genom man tar upp normala internationella relationer. Men det krévs mer: Utan en
minimal insats fran utlandet kommer Afghanistan att misslyckas ta itu med den dédliga krisen for mat och halsa som
borjade langt innan den 14 augusti.

Darfor ar det skamligt, att det under dagarna strax efter talibanerna maktévertagande meddelades fran Vita Huset i
Washington, att alla tillgangar som Afghanistans centralbank forvarade i USA inte skulle vara tillgangliga for den nya
afghanska regeringen:

Federal Reserve i USA vagrar ge tillgang till Afghanistans centralbanks valutareserv pa 9,5 miljarder dollar, varav
7 miljarder dollar finns hos New Yorks Federal Reserve. Cirka 1,3 miljarder av dessa finns pa internationella
konton med en del som euro eller brittiska pund, medan resten finns hos Internationella regleringsbanken (BIS) i
Schweiz. Som ett resultat av detta har Afghanistan endast tillgang till 0,1-0,2 procent av sina sammanlagda
valutareserver.

Internationella valutafonden har avbrutit all finansiering med hdnvisning till "’brist pa klarhet inom det
internationella samfundet” om erkédnnandet av den nya regeringen. 370 miljoner som skulle finnas tillgéngliga
fran den 23 augusti kvarh6lls och tillgangen till IMF:s reserver av speciella dragningsratter (SDR), som kan
konverteras till sedelutgivning, har ocksa blockerats.

Virldsbanken (som utpekats i en petition av kvinnoorganisationen Code Pink) har kvarhallit ungefar 440 miljoner
dollar av medel som skulle gatt till I6ner for afghanska larare och sjukvardsanstallda. Darfor kan trots mycket tal
om “kvinnors réttigheter”, 13.000 kvinnliga hélsoarbetare, inklusive ldakare, barnmorskor, sjukskoterskor,
vaccinatorer och annan kvinnlig personal inte fa ut sina I6ner fran Varldsbankens ateruppbyggnadsfond for
Afghanistan (ARTF).

Den 29 februari 2020 ingick Talibanerna och USA ett avtal. I avsnitt 111 1 avtalet star det: "USA och den Islamiska
Republiken Afghanistan ar fast beslutna att fortsatta de positiva relationerna, inklusive ekonomiskt samarbete for
ateruppbyggnad. ... USA skall avsta fran att hota med eller anvénda véld gentemot Afghanistans territoriella integritet
och politiska sjalvstandighet eller blanda sig dess interna angelagenheter.”

Om man idag vill aterfa respekt och uppskattning, maste USA leva upp till sina egna ataganden, sarskilt nar miljoner
manniskoliv, bade kvinnliga och manliga, star pa spel, vilket ar laget i Afghanistan som en foljd av mat- och
hélsokrisen av apokalyptiska dimensioner. Tva av fem afghaner &r hotade av svalt.

Darfor kraver vi undertecknade att president Biden agerar i enlighet med Doha6verenskommelsen 2020, som ar
underskriven av USA, och haver alla de onddiga sanktionerna mot Afghanistan, inklusive anvandningen av de
ondskefulla férevandningarna for att hindra dess kontroll Gver sin egen centralbanks tillgangar och den normala
mojligheten att anvanda de internationella finansmarknaderna for betalningar. Det &r brattom nu!

For svenskt vidkommande ar det nddvandigt att regeringen klargor sin installning till om Afghanistan skall kunna fa
tillgang till landets valutareserver eller ens fa tillstand att ta emot betalningar fran dem som vill bista landet for att
ateroppna stangda BB-avdelningar eller for mat till den miljon barn som riskerar att svalta ihjal om inte hjalpen
kommer innan vintersnon stanger bergspassen. Det ar speciellt angeldget att regeringen klargor detta eftersom
finansminister Magdalena Andersson sedan den 19 januari 2021 &r en av Valutafondens hdgsta makthavare som
ordférande for Internationella monetéra och finansiella kommittén (IMFC), Internationella valutafondens framsta
radgivande organ till IMF-chefen.
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The Fanatics are in Washington!
A Call To Release the Funds of the Afghan People

This call by the Schiller Institute was distributed internationally Oct. 14, as the IMF and World Bank met
in Washington met.

Today and in the coming days, we, informed citizens of the world and patriots of our own nations, stand united, in
Washington, Berlin, Lima, Paris, Rome, Buenos Aires, Copenhagen, Madrid, Stockholm, Brussels and in many other
cities of the world, to expose and denounce a crime.

On August 15, after four decades of foreign interventions, a new government took power in Afghanistan. While
having orientations we don’t necessarily approve of, the new government has expressed its willingness to face the
immediate humanitarian challenges, eradicate opium production, reconstruct Afghanistan’s health system and build
the basic infrastructure required to jump-start trade and development. As clearly understood by Pakistan, India, China,
Russia, Turkmenistan, Iran and others, it is in the interest of all to allow the new government to stabilize the situation
by engaging in normal international relations. But more is required: without a minimal foreign input, Afghanistan will
fail in dealing with a deadly food and health crisis that started way before Aug. 14.

Hence, it is outrageous that in the days following the Taliban takeover, the White House announced that all assets of
Afghanistan’s central bank held in the U.S. would not be released to the new Afghan government:

e The U.S. Federal Reserve refuses to release the $9.5 billion of assets of the Central Bank of Afghanistan, $7
billion of which are held by the New York Fed. About $1.3 billion of these are held in international accounts,
with some of it in euros and British pounds, while the rest are held by the Bank for International Settlements
based in Switzerland. As a result, Afghanistan can only access 0.1-0.2 % of its total reserves!

e The International Monetary Fund has suspended all financing for “lack of clarity within the international
community” over recognizing the new government. $370 million set to be released on Aug. 23 was withheld
and access to the IMF’s reserves in Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) assets, which can be converted to
government-backed money, have also been blocked.

e The World Bank (as denounced by a petition of Code Pink) has refused to release some $440 million, notably
the funds required to pay Afghan teachers and health workers. Hence, while there is a huge outcry over
“women’s rights,” 13,000 female healthcare workers, including doctors, midwives, nurses, vaccinators, and
other female staff, are not being paid by the World Bank’s Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF).

On Feb. 29, 2020, the Taliban and the U.S. government signed an agreement. Part 111 of that agreement stipulates:
“The U.S.A. and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan are committed to continue positive relations, including
economic cooperation for reconstruction.... The United States will refrain from the threat or the use of force against
the territorial integrity or political independence of Afghanistan or intervening in its domestic affairs.”

Today, if the United States wants to regain respect and esteem, it has to live up to its own commitments, especially
when millions of human lives, both female and male, are at stake, which is the case in Afghanistan as a result of a
food and health crisis of apocalyptic dimensions. Two out of five Afghans, many of them children, are facing
starvation.

Therefore, we, the undersigned, call on President Joe Biden to act in the spirit of the 2020 Doha agreement, signed by
the U.S.A., and lift all illegitimate sanctions against Afghanistan, including the use of malign pretexts to prevent its
control over the assets of its own central bank as well as its normal access to the international financial markets. The
urgency is now!

Initial signatories:
Helga Zepp-LaRouche, President, Schiller Institute
Jacques Cheminade, President Solidarité et Progres, three-time presidential candidate

Help spread this call and sign it here:
https://schillerinstitute.nationbuilder.com/a_call_to_release_the funds_of the_afghan_people



